
 

Easter ~ Sunday April 12, 2020 

 

Confession and Forgiveness:  
Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is present, who gives life, 

who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

Amen. 

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have turned away from you, 

knowingly and unknowingly. 

We have wandered from your resurrection life. 

We have strayed from your love for all people. 

Turn us back to you, O God. 

Give us new hearts and right spirits, 

that we may find what is pleasing to you 

and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 

Receive good news: God turns to you in love. 

“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God. 

All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 

Amen. 



Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

Leader: From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us pray… 

 

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection 

you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in 

the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 
 

The Old Testament Reading: Acts 10:34-43 

34Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation 

anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the 

people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 

dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 

the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

 The Psalm Reading: 118:1-2, 14-24          
 

1O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! 

2Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

14The Lord is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 

15There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 

16the right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.” 

17I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord. 

18The Lord has punished me severely, but he did not give me over to death. 



19Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord. 

20This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 

21I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 

22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

23This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

The Epistle Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
 3So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 

of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your 

life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with 

him in glory. 

 

The Gospel Reading: John 20:1-18 

20Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the 

stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 

whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 

they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were 

running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and 

saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 

into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 

with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 

also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 

the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes.11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, 

she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 

lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 

them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, 

she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 

him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus 

said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to 

her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 

them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 



 Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Message                   Pastor Jeff Jones 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 

Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and 

places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of women as your witnesses: as 

preachers, teachers, and leaders (especially). Open our ears to their proclamation this day and always. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the galaxies whirl in 

glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on fear and greed rather 

than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your cornerstone of peace. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful, the suffering, 

and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Bless the creative and helpful service of worship leaders this day: musicians, ushers, greeters, worship 

assistants, preachers, readers, and all others who provide welcome and hospitality in our midst. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of life, we pray for those within our community who need help. 

The Family of Wayne Rice, Gloria Yarborough, Holly Stine & Family, Faith Fulcher, Gerry Knuebel, 

 Lisa Anderson, Bonnie Landreth, Bill Stokes, Sage Thornton and Family, Debbie Antonic, Laura & Family, 

Nancy Whitehead, Linda McKeown, Chuck & Barb Maki, Mary Hayes, Jiacamo Appice, June Brown, Mary 

Wilson, Lib Schultz, Judy White, Peg Jolls, Dick Lisle, Brad Hoss. 



Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We remember those who 

have died (especially). Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in our final 

days. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Leader: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: And also with you.  

 

Benediction 

 

Leader: Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

GIVE ONLINE 

The heart of Water of Life Church has always been to show the hope found in Jesus and help 

people to know Him. That is why there is no greater generosity than investing in what Jesus 

built – our church. With God’s favor and faithful support, we have seen many baptisms, leaders equipped, and 

the next generation rise up and take a stand for their faith. Thank you for your commitment and 

generosity.  Your donation goes to our Backpack Buddy ministry and is helping to keep our church 

viable.  Your information will be kept confidential.  

 

The Moravian Ministries Foundation has created a secure link for Water of Life Lutheran Online Giving. All  

the money given goes to Water of Life. This giving portal was set up free of charge with no monthly 

maintenance fees to the church. It is another way for you to give your offering and tithes electronically to 

Water of Life Lutheran. You may access this link from the wateroflifelutheran.org website or the link below. 

https://mmfa.info/water-of-life-lutheran-church-donation-form/ 

 

https://mmfa.info/water-of-life-lutheran-church-donation-form/

